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despised; and all is filled with misrule, uproar, violence,
and confusion. To be quiet is disaffection, to be loyal
is treason.

The congress of Philadelphia, an assembly convened
by its own authority, has promulgated a declaration, in
compliance with which the communication between Bri-
tain and the greatest part of North America, is now sus-
pended. They ceased to admit the importation of English
goods, in December, 1774, and determine to permit the
exportation of their own no longer than to November,
1775.

This might seem enough; but they have done more:
they have declared, that they shall treat all as enemies
who do not concur with them in disaffection and perverse-
ness ; and that they will trade with none that shall trade
with Britain.

They threaten to stigmatize, in their gazette, those who
shall consume the products or merchandise of their mother-
country, and are now searching suspected houses for pro^
hibited goods.

These hostile declarations they profess themselves ready
to maintain by force. They have armed the militia of
their provinces, and seized the publick stores of ammuni-
tion. They are, therefore, no longer subjects, since they
refuse the laws of their sovereign, and, in defence of that
refusal, are making open preparations for war.

Being now, in their own opinion, free states, they are
not only raising armies, but forming alliances, not only
hastening to rebel themselves, but seducing their neigh-
bours to rebellion. They have published an address to
the inhabitants of Quebec, in which discontent and re-
sistance are openly incited, and with very respectful men-
tion of "the sagacity of Frenchmen," invite them to send
deputies to the congress of Philadelphia; to that seat of
virtue and veracity, whence the people of England are
told, that to establish popery, " a religion fraught with
sanguinary and impious tenets," even in Quebec, a country
of which the inhabitants are papists, is so contrary to the